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<Abstract

Song, Yonsuk. (2019). Formality Strategies in Live Television Interpreting: A Case

Study of President Trump's North Korea Summit Press Conference. /aferpreting and

Translation Studies 23(2), 117-137

Interpreting President Trump's remarks live on TV can pose
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unique challenges as his use of language is notably characterized
by a level of formality deemed too low for a president. The
purpose of this study is to investigate whether Trump's remarks at
the US-North Korea summit press conference also lacked formality
and if so, how the interpreters bridged the gap between the
formality of his remarks and the Korean viewers expectations.
Using WordSmith Tools and MS Word's readability statistics, the
study first analyzed the level of formality of Trump's remarks by
comparing it with those of his two predecessors, George W. Bush
and Barack Obama, based on four criteriai use of
context-dependent  simple structure, unnecessary repetition,
incomplete sentences, and fillers. It then compared Trump's
remarks with six paired Korean interpreters’ renditions to identify
and categorize the strategies they employed to enhance the
formality of the interpreted remarks. It found that three strategies
- preservation, addition, and deletion —— were used in varying
proportions, which helped improve formality.
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Key Words : formality, live TV interpreting, broadcast interpreting,
interpreting strategies, presidential speech
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(1)
ST: But they will be doing things, and I think he wants to do
things.
TT1: 284 3 940 93] 97ld HaiM= A& 72 vhe
Aes Ae ¢ F AdFY
TT2: 383 $RE AL AR 99580 st MeE AAen An
e A& e ssUt
TT3: 22 o]} A 3} YIAT A& Fstu dojste A 25
yg,
TT4: AR A Ao dalix] Egto] =8& & Aolgtu Aztsln %
st Alojgittn Az,
TT5: A 18 #AE =98 Ju o] FFo g&iize A& HT
Rolgta AZ3 T,
TT6: 2 970 o] BAZ aAs7|E ettty As 2HU
E48% o3} g dieide ¢eA HFoZ Ao ARE-
o, (2)9] were going to...9 a lot ofS AR&3 T WHES A Tl
8 94 ARE Adshe PN o= ANYS BATkE2)
(e]2)

ST: Secretary Pompeo has been really doing a fantastic job —

TT1:

TT2:

TT3: &

TT4:

TTh: &

his staff, everybody. As we do that, were going to have a
lot of people there, and were going to be working with
them on a lot of other things.
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ST: Yeah, it did — abduction. Absolutely. This is Prime

TT1:

TT2:

TT3:

TT4:

TT5:

TT6:

Minister Abe's — one of his, certainly — other than the
whole denuking subject — certainly his, I would say, his
main point. And I brought it up. Absolutely. And theyre
going to be working on that. It will be — we didn't put it
down in the document, but it will be worked on.
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ST: Well, weve gotten — you know, I've heard that. I mean,
some of the people that — I dont know, maybe they
really mean it. 1 don't always want to go against the
press because I just don't — especially not today, this is
too important. But I noticed that some of the people
were saying that the President has agreed to meet, he
has given up so much. I gave up nothing.
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