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Lee, Tachyung. (2015). English into Korean live simultaneous
interpretation on TV by a journalist. Interpretation and
Translation, 17(3), 139-162.

As simultaneous interpretation is widely utilized on TV, it is not rare in
Korea to witness non-professional interpreters are challenging this highly
complicated human information processing. This article examined an
English into Korean simultaneous interpretation by a non-professional
interpreter to cover UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon’s speech on March
24, 2014. The interpreter who was a journalist working for a Korean TV
station also tried to simultaneously interpret CNN's breaking news at a TV
studio and ended up a total failure last year. Although she did not sit at
a TV studio this time, the reporter omitted a significant amount of the
original speech leaving exceptionally long pauses, EVS and TTS in her
interpretation. Particularly, the portion of concurrent listening and speaking
which makes simultaneous interpretation very demanding was extremely
low. As a result, the performance was nothing more than a poor random
consecutive interpretation as the reporter produced one Korean sentence
while paying no attention to the concurrently incoming messages and
listened to the next segments without any utterance leaving long pauses.
In spite of some assertions that translation and interpretation ability is a
natural consequence of bilingualism, this case clearly attests that
simultaneous interpretation, at least from English into Korean, should be
carried out by professional interpreters who acquired the ability to optimally
allocate a limited capacity to several submodules of interpretation after a
long and systematic training.

Keywords: simultaneous interpretation, live coverage, media interpreting,
non-professional interpreter, temporal variables
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1. [1.01] I thank the Government of the Netherlands [0.62] for hosting
this third Nuclear Security Summit. [Z¢] 5.7]
(EVS 168) g &t vtz 2 & A A=, [064] 245 845
I [1.3] o= A=yt [do] 75] (TTS 3.7)

2. [1.0] Nuclear security remains a pressing concern, [0.45] not least the
risk of nuclear terrorism. [Z°] 5.7]
(EVS 105) [763] & H2je} AEHL of5 A74sh [459] 27 A ol
w [Ze] 86] (TTS 133)

3. [0.8] The primary responsibility [0.46] for preventing non-state
actors [1.17] and terrorists [0.4] from acquiring the most devastating
weapons [0.38] known to humanity [0.42] lies with national

governments. [Z°] 13.7]

4. [09] But international cooperation [0.4] and assistance are
indispensable. [Z¢] 4.3]

5. [09] Important challenges [0.29] include strengthening nuclear
security implementation [0.64] and [0.27] building a culture of nuclear

security. [Z°] 7.7]

(EVS 87) [164] o, & ¢tw &3t5 Adste 2134 [0.36] 3EHol
G [255]FRE Z3lete A [2.87] s ojge dduTh [Zo]

144] (TTS 155)
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